


11am Service - October 4, 2026
WE GATHER

Welcome
Pastor Duane Carlisle

Prelude
Lafayette Flute Choir
"Give Me Your Hand"

Irish Folk Song

Centering Words
L: We come to the table to share the abundance in our lives.

P: We are nurtured by God’s love, the Source of our joy.
L: Jesus shared his mercy and compassion like a never-ending stream.

P: He invites us to keep that flow alive.
L: The toxic boot-strapping individualism of our modern life needs pruning,

P: so that we can build up our communities, together...
L: as neighbors,

P: as neighbors.
L: Not “others.”

P: Not “others.”

Opening Song
Blest Be The Tie That Binds

Opening Prayer
Forgive us when we believe the false idea that there isn’t enough to go around. Help
us to embrace that the Vine provides all we need if we will only stay connected, stay
green, stay alive with hope. Even though it feels like a difficult thing to do, help us to
share–not grip tightly, help us to serve–not judge, help us to reach out–not pull back,
help us to risk reciprocal relationship so that our love produces a bounty of fruit that
feeds all. In this moment we ponder those we find difficult to connect with, that we
consider “others”...
[a few moments of pause]
... and in this moment we imagine them as neighbors who, like us, have needs and
fears and the desire for safety, sustenance, and love.
[a few moments of pause]



Jesus, in your name we pray for the freedom to love abundantly, as you have loved
us. Amen.

WE PROCLAIM
The Message to Young Disciples

The Gospel Lesson
John 15: 1-5; 9b-11

“I am the true vine, and my Abba is the vine grower who cuts off every branch in me
that doesn’t bear fruit, but prunes the fruitful ones to increase their yield. You’ve
been pruned already, thanks to the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, as I
do in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit of itself apart from the vine, neither can
you bear fruit apart from me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who live in
me and I in them will bear abundant fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. Live
on in my love. And you will live on in my love if you keep my commandments, just as I
live on in Abba God’s love and have kept God’s commandments. I tell you all this that
my joy may be yours, and your joy may be complete.
L: The Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God
within us.

P: Thanks be to God.

The Message
Pastor Duane Carlisle

WE RESPOND
The Pastoral Prayer
Pastor Kory Pritchett

Invitation to Generosity
Sharing the Peace of Christ

Invitation to the Table of Jesus Christ
Invitation to the Table of Jesus Christ

The Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord be with you

P: And also with you
L: Lift up your hearts



P: We lift them up to the Lord
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
L: Vision of Compassion, Giver of Grace, You Who Shares Love like breathing, You Who
Restores us to one another, we come to the table today with great thanks that You
are our Creator, our Redeemer, our Sustainer. When we pull away from Love, you call
us time and again to return. Together with all those who have ever gathered around
your table, calling for your help and healing, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

P: Holy , holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed are they who come in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

L: You sent your son, Love Embodied, to show us how to be together. His love broke
boundaries as he preached good news to the poor, proclaimed release to the
captives, recovering of sight to the blind, set at liberty those who are oppressed, and
announced that the time had come when You would save us. His love brought
healing and wholeness to disciples and strangers alike, treating no one as “an other”
outside of love, but all as neighbors and friends within the Kin-dom of God. For this
he suffered, died, and rose again, giving new birth to a community of people as the
church, delivering us from slavery to sin and death, making with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us
always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. On the night in which he gave
himself up for us, he wrapped himself in a towel and knelt as a servant, showing us
what love looks like in action. He talked of fear and hard times, grief and the relief of
joy.
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, as your love-in-action, in union with
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

P: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.



L: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and fruit
of the vine. Make them be for us the love of Christ, the Vine, so that we may be for the
world the branches of his love. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each
other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we
feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in
your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

P: Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Communion
Lafayette Flute Choir

"Let There Be Peace on Earth"

WE GO FORTH
The Mandate: Love in Action

Leader: As we prepare to go from this place with our closing song, we remember that
we are connected to the Source of Love, which means that love will never run out. We
can share it widely and abundantly with joy. Let us say Jesus’ words together:

P: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who live in me and I in them
will bear abundant fruit...”

Closing Song
Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee

The Benediction
Pastor Duane Carlisle

The Postlude
Lafayette Flute Choir

"Love Divine All Loves Excelling"



Prayers
Concerns Shared

Larry and Lola Huggins All in need of prayer

Those In Memory Care
Pat Staver

Active Military
To add someone serving in the military, contact info@fumcwl.org.

AWR1 Isaiah Hale
CDR James Beaty

LCDR Alex Turco
PFC Christopher Kuney

Worship Team
Audio/Visual
Livestream:

Riley Schellingerhout
Slides:

Sharon Wong
Soundboard:

Evora Schellingerhout
Isabel Burton

Band
Piano:

Charis Vander Plaats
Vocal:

Amanda Rowe
Karen Hull

Pastors
Lead Pastor:

Duane Carlisle
Assistant Pastor:

Kory Pritchett

Worship Leaders
Band Director:

Kory Pritchett
Bell Choir Director:

Kathy Lind
Director of Music and Arts:

Charis Vander Plaats
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The Annual Meeting of the First Church Foundation will take place in conjunction
with the Consecration Sunday celebration following the 11 o’clock service on
October 18 in the Activity Center. Members will vote on amendments to the
Foundation Bylaws at this meeting. Copies of the proposed amendments will be
available in the church office and in the Narthex.

First Church Foundation Annual Meeting

GET INVOLVED

Join us Sunday, October 18 as we conclude our Love One Another stewardship
season and celebrate the many ways God’s love becomes visible through our
shared ministries. During worship, we will receive pledge cards representing our
commitments for 2027. Following the service, everyone is invited to continue the
celebration with a meal and fellowship in the Activities Center.

Consecration Sunday: Love One Another

Join the West Central Plains District on World Communion Sunday, October 4, at
4:00 p.m. for the installation of Rev. Tom Ream as District Superintendent. Clergy,
laity, and friends are invited to celebrate our shared, connectional ministry at
Crawfordsville First UMC, 212 E. Wabash Avenue, Crawfordsville.

District Superintendent Installation Service Today!

Join the No Kings Coalition of Greater Lafayette for Resistance Day on Saturday,
October 17, from 1–3 p.m. Choose one of five high-visibility locations. Wave
provided signs—or bring your own—to promote early voting, receive voting-
planning resources to share, and consult onsite experts. Register through Mobilize
for your location. (https://www.mobilize.us/nokings/?tag_ids=34126)

No Kings Day of Defiance

The Council of Bishops will host a Leadership Gathering in Calgary,
Canada, October 20–24, 2026. United Methodist leaders will
prayerfully reimagine the Church for the future. Centered in Christ,
the gathering seeks to renew the Church’s witness through justice,
love, hope, and faithful leadership.

Pray for the UMC Leadership Gathering

A T  F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
October 4, 2026

For more news and upcoming events, visit fumcwl.org, follow us on social media, or sign up for our weekly emails.

https://www.mobilize.us/nokings/?tag_ids=34126

